Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation: look out for a retrieval team coming to a hospital near you!
In 2011 the Department of Health commissioned five hospitals in England to provide extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) to adults with severe respiratory failure. This review will explain the principles underlying ECMO, describe the circuitry used and discuss the care of a patient receiving support. We hope that it will be of use should a patient at your hospital be considered a candidate for ECMO.